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WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS

CLASSIC 
COUNTRY

“Buffalo’s Home for Country Classics” 
WXRL 1300 AM / 95.5 FM  

& Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com
For a FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 

Hosted by Linda Lou, Joanie & the Ramblin’ Lou Family
“Celebrating over 70 years hosting tours”

March 20  Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. Casino 
    w/$25 free play $5 food
April 12-14  Polka Weekend in Villa Roma-Catskills BOOK EARLY 
May 6-8 DANIEL - Lancaster, PA
May 13-15 Ark & Ohio Riverboat Cruise
May 21-27 Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry
June 8-16 Alaska Cruise (call for details)
June 24-27 Frankenmuth & Mackinac Island
June 30-July 2  Thousand Islands - 3 Castles, 
    2 boat cruises/Skaneateles
July 10 Grand River Luncheon Cruise
July 23  Sun & Stars Show- Walter’s Ranch-show/lunch
Aug 20  Dion Pride - Tribute to father Charley Pride Walter’s   
Sept 8-12  Montreal/Quebec
Sept 18 Sprague’s/Seneca Alleg. Casino $25 free play/$5 food 
Sept 29-Oct 3 Vermont/N. Hampshire/Maine-Many highlights     
Oct 7-9 Ride The Rails-Cass Railroad Train
Oct 23 Seneca Alleg. Casino & Sprague’s Maple Farm
Nov 11-13 DANIEL-Lancaster, PA (2 shows) & Amer. Music Theat

Visit:  www.wnypapers.com➚

BECOME A FAN! 
Personally interact with us, 

find direct access to your favorite stories, 
and share your favorite links. 

BREAKING LOCAL NEWS! BREAKING LOCAL NEWS! 

Tweet! Tweet! Receive need-to-read news 

links and breaking stories via Tweet.

SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING! 
Hometown videos posted regularly. 

NOWNOW is the time tois the time toNOW is the time to

Shopping small adds up... 67¢ of every 
dollar spent at a small business stays in 

the local economy. To fi nd gifts in our 
area, watch NFP's papers.

Niagara County 
Tribune-Sentinel

can be picked up at the
 following locations,also on 
our website wnypapers.com

LEWISTON
A+ MINI MART 890 CENTER STREET

APPLE GRANNY RESTAURANT
433 CENTER STREET

CVS PHARMACY 795 CENTER STREET

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
545 CENTER STREET

DOLLAR GENERAL 735 CENTER STREET

EXXON/SUBWAY 820 CENTER STREET

RITE-AID 820 CENTER STREET

TOPS 906 CENTER STREET

NIAGARA FALLS

7-11 8109 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
7927 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD. 

SUPERMARKET LIQUORS
8438 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

WEGMAN’S 1577 MILITARY ROAD

NORTH TONAWANDA

7-11 492 OLIVER STREET

DMV OFFICE 500 WHEATFIELD STREET

MARKET IN THE SQUARE
535 DIVISION STREET

 
NORTH TONAWANDA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
253 SWEENEY STREET

NORTH TONAWANDA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

505 MEADOW DRIVE

RITE-AID 343 MEADOW DRIVE

WURLITZER FAMILY PHARMACY
521 DIVISION STREET

RANSOMVILLE

CROSBY’S 2560 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

DOLLAR GENERAL
3661 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

RITE-AID 3636 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

STEVENSON HARDWARE
2535 YOUNGSTOWN-LKPT RD

SANBORN

CVS
2972 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD 

HOOVER’S 6035 WARD ROAD

SMOKIN JOES
2293 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

SUBWAY
2846 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

WAGNER’S FARM MARKET
2672 LOCKPORT ROAD

TOWN OF NIAGARA

GOODMAN FARMS
2225 CAYUGA DRIVE EXT.

MARSH’S 7535 PACKARD ROAD

NIAGARA SAUSAGE COMPANY
5611 LOCKPORT ROAD

RITE-AID 4407 MILITARY ROAD

SAVE A LOT 2429 MILITARY ROAD

TOPS 4235 MILITARY ROAD 

WHEATFIELD

TOWN HALL 2800 CHURCH STREET

7-11  6880 PLAZA DRIVE

YOUNGSTOWN

ANCHOR SPIRITS
113 MAIN STREET

HILL OF BEANS COFFEE SHOP
440 MAIN STREET 

RITE-AID 214 LOCKPORT STREET

SUNOCO 311 MAIN STREET

VILLAGE LAUNDRY
140 LOCKPORT STREET

YOUNGSTOWN LIBRARY
240 LOCKPORT STREET

11/23

Rev. John Cooper rucking 222 miles to raise funds 
for homeless veterans in Western New York

Niagara Gospel Mission Press Release
The Rev. John Cooper Jr., exec-

utive director of Niagara Gospel 
Mission at 1317 Portage Road, 
Niagara Falls, is rucking 222 
miles before Easter to raise funds 
to expand the RECON recovery 
program for homeless veterans in 
Western New York.

“I was challenged to walk a 
mile in a homeless person’s 
shoes, so I am doing 222 of 
them,” Cooper said.

“As a former infantryman in 
the Army, I know what it is like to 
walk everywhere and have your 
life on your back – that is why 
I am doing this; to walk some 
miles in their shoes,” he added. 

Rucking is marching with 
weight on your back for miles. In 
the military, soldiers put all their 
gear in their rucksacks and live 
out of them for months at a time. 

“When I was a sniper, my 
bag would typically weigh 120 
pounds,” Cooper said. “I’m glad it 
doesn’t weigh that now.”

Cooper is rucking around 

Niagara Falls and greater Niagara 
County for 222 miles with a goal 
of fi nishing before Easter on 
March 31. He has already rucked 
more than 67 miles. 

“I want to walk where the 
people who come to our mission 
are walking,” he said.

Niagara Gospel Mission serves 
homeless men in Niagara Falls, 
housing 100 men a night and 
serving dinner to hundreds of 
people in the surrounding com-
munity who are in need. 

The agency is currently in the 
planning process of starting a 

women’s emergency shelter. 
Funds raised by rucking will go 

to the RECON program, which 
is the recovery program at the 
NGM. The agency stated 70% of 
all the homeless veterans who 
have come to NGM enter this 
program to work on the root 
issues that lead to addiction and 
recovery. 

“I am doing this to hopefully 
add six more rooms to the RE-
CON program so we can bring 
hope to more of my veteran 
brothers who are experiencing 
homelessness,” Copper said.

To follow his journey, visit 
the Niagara Gospel Mission’s 
YouTube or Facebook page. 
To donate, go to https://www.
gofundme.com/f/222-miles-for-
homeless-vets-in-western-new-
york or on the missions website 
at niagaragospelmission.org.

Niagara Gospel Mission is a 
501 (c)(3) nonprofi t providing 
services to the homeless and 
poor. Visit niagaragospemission.
org to learn more.

Hats off to Jaelyn!

By Lisa Bielmeier
Orleans/Niagara BOCES Public Relations Director 

After seeing videos on social media about a teacher who knit hats for her 
class, Early Childhood Education student Jaelyn Reilly of Niagara Falls col-
laborated with her great-grandmother, Marion Irwin, to do something similar 
with the preschoolers she works with at the Niagara Career and Technical 
Education Center’s Preschool Learning Center. 

Jaelyn created a template for the children to color during the preschool’s 
winter theme, “Marvelous Mittens.” After the children colored their paper 
hats, Jaelyn gave the children’s designs to her Grandma Marion, who made 
them a reality. 

Jaelyn presented the hats to the children at the end of January and they 
loved them! 

“I think some of the best teachers draw their inspiration from all aspects of 
their lives, and Jaelyn is one of the best!” said her teacher, Laura Koeppel. 
“She placed fi rst in the in the Early Childhood Education Program classroom 
competition and will be representing her class at the SkillsUSA Area 1 Re-
gional Competition at Alfred State College in March.”

Jaelyn is shown with preschoolers Julian Strickland, Luna Vaillancourt, An-
naliese Piotrowski and Juniper Friscia. (Submitted photo) 

The Rev. John Cooper Jr. is walking more than 200 miles to raise funds for 
military members in need. (Submitted photo)

Piper announces angel addition to Lewiston Cemetery
Hello once more everyone. As 

spring is fast approaching, I am 
continuing to work on my cem-
etery enhancements. 

Last year saw the addition of 
the historical cemetery plaque 
along with adjoining memorial 
benches. My intentions were to 
create a parklike setting for visitors 
to its hallowed grounds. My fi nal 
addition was to be an angel statue 

to stand vigil to those who repose 
there. 

My wish came to fruition with 
a generous donation of the angel 
statue by Jim Farchione of Niagara 
Monument Works, who aided me 
with the potter’s fi eld monument 
and memorial bench along with the 
placement of the historical bronze 
plaque and additional memorial 
benches. 

She is proudly keeping watch. A 
nice addition to complete my park-
like setting. I am forever grateful 
for the donation.

With the addition of the orna-
mental trees being placed in the 
spring, I am still hopeful I will be 
able to raise the $1,700 for the 
placement of a permanent fl agpole 
to honor those who served our 
country (from the Revolution-
ary War to the Vietnam War) and 
currently in repose. The VFW will 
always make sure a fl ag will fl y 
over the grounds. I’m hoping to 
have this project completed in time 
for Memorial Day, so as to be dedi-
cated in time to honor our veterans.

In the meantime, I have added 
more artwork, books and artifacts 

to the museum collection for the 
public to enjoy, and also aiding with 
inquiries about Lewiston history.

Anyone wishing to help me 
complete this project may make do-
nations to the potter’s fi eld monu-
ment fund in care of the village 
clerk’s offi ce.

Once more, a heartfelt thank 
you to those who have donated in 
the past to my historical projects. 
Looking forward to being able to 
continue with my work preserving 
the vast history of the village.

Russ Piper
Village of Lewiston Historian
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